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trists, seems to be about to swallow up the whole field of mental diseases, 
had been described and carefully studied by Magnan and his school under 
the name of " follie des degeneres." La Cyclophrenie (pp. 229-237) : T. 
Eybakow. - Cyelophrenia consists in a tendency to periodic, acute attacks 
of psychosis, the patient's mind being apparently normal in the intervals 
between the attacks. Revue des congres et des societes. Analyses bib- 
liographiques. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

A joint meeting of the British Psychological Society, the Aristotelian 
Society, and the Mind Association was held at Durham on July 3-6. A 
discussion of considerable interest to psychology took place on the role of 
repression in forgetting. In it was considered Freud's view that in forget- 
ting, even among normal people, an important part is played by the factor 
which he terms " repression." There appeared to be distinct agreement 
among the speakers that forgetting, both of the ordinary and the patholog- 
ical kind, while sometimes attributable to defects of retention, is frequently 
incapable of explanation without the assumption of positive factors which 
prevent recall of the retained matter. The nature of these positive forces, 
as they are treated by Freud, was discussed at length. Mr. Pear held that 
two kinds of forgetting should be distinguished, one due to failure to re- 
tain (the conditions for which may be purely physiological in character), 
the other to failure to recall. The latter condition may be due to psycho- 
logical factors, some of which are possibly of the kind described by Freud. 
Dr. Wolf's paper criticized the use of the term " repression." Dr. Mitchell 
expounded in detail Freud's theory of hysterical amnesia, while Professor 
Loveday criticized Freud's general conceptions, especially that of uncon- 
scious thought, pointing out the defects which were entailed by an adher- 
ence to the old doctrine of associationism. Dr. Ernest Jones and Dr. 
Crichton Miller supported Freud's theory by facts from clinical experience. 
Among other speakers were Mr. W. McDougall, Professor T. P. Nunn, 
Professor G. F. Stout, and Dr. H. Wildon Carr.— Nature. 



